Preliminary Arhendment S5622 

Amendment to the Specification 

Please replace the paragraph beginning on page 13, within the Abstract in the 
Specification with the following rewritten paragraph: 

--This An ptefrt air distillation apparatus and method for producing oxyg e n^ and/or 
nitrog e n^ and/or argon by air distil l ation, comprises industrial gases comprising : N(N>1) 
at least 2 cold boxes (2), each of which compris e s, on th e on e hand, a heat e xch a ng e 
fee exchanger {£) for cooling the air to be distilled and, on th e oth e r hand, an air 
distillation apparatus ( 4 ) unit ; and means (3) for treating the air that feeds the air 
distillation apparatuses and opt i ona ll y m e ans for tr ea t i ng a fluid com i ng from the air 
s e parat i on apparatus e s, th e s e the air treatment means or th e flu i d tr e atm e nt m e ans 
comprising several i t e ms of equipment components mounted in parallel and networked 
with their inlets and/or their outlets connected to a common header (8,10,11,17,18) that 
collects or redistributes all of the air or of the fluid from the corresponding treatment step. 
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